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Local Government Reorganisation 

The English Devolution White Paper was published just before Christmas. 

Extract from the ministers letter probably gives some explanation as to where we are 

heading as residents in a two tier area; 

Local government reorganisation My intention is to formally invite unitary proposals in 

January 2025 from all councils in two-tier areas, and small neighbouring unitary councils. In 

this invitation, I will set out further detail on the criteria I will consider when taking decisions 

on the proposals that are submitted to Government. I intend to ask for interim plans by 

March 2025. As set out in the White Paper, new unitary councils must be the right size to 

achieve efficiencies, improve capacity and withstand financial shocks. For most areas, this 

will mean creating councils with a population of 500,000 or more. However, there may be 

exceptions to ensure new structures make sense for an area, including on devolution. Final 

decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis. We will ask you to work with other councils in 

your area to develop unitary proposals that are in the best interests of the whole area, rather 

than developing competing proposals. 

 

Statement from Andrea 

Following publication of the Governments Devolution White paper it is clear that 

considerable change is going to happen in Local Government in Devon. 

We have two options; 

1. Do nothing and the government will impose changes 

2. Engage with government to get the best result for the residents of Devon. 

I believe that engagement with the government is the best option. 

While I may not agree with al the government’s proposals, I need to do everything I can to 

ensure that the changes will make local government sustainable for the long term and able 

to withstand shocks like the pandemic and the world financial crisis. At the heart of all this 



must be a stronger voice to inform the government of the issues my residents in Combe 

Martin Rural and the residents in the wider area of Devon face. 

Update 05.02.25- The Government has turned down Devon County Council’s request to 

postpone its elections in May. 

This afternoon Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government Angela 

Rayner announced that the council’s request was among those which have been rejected, 

meaning that the council’s May elections will proceed as planned.  

The announcement coincides with confirmation that the Government has signed the 

necessary legislation to bring the Devon and Torbay’s Combined County Authority (CCA) into 

being.   

The Devon and Torbay CCA is the governance needed for devolved decision-making powers 

and funding to flow from Whitehall to local decision-makers in Devon and Torbay. Through 

the Devon and Torbay CCA, it means that decisions that were previously made in Whitehall 

will now be made locally on priority issues including housing, jobs and skills, transport and 

economy. 

 

Letter received from minister Wednesday 5th February 

We ask for an interim plan to be submitted on or before 21 March 2025, in line with the 

guidance set out in the attached Annex. My officials will provide feedback on your plan to 

help support you to develop final proposals. I will expect any full proposal to be submitted by 

28 November. If I decide to implement any proposal, and the necessary legislation is agreed 

by Parliament, we will work with you to move to elections to new ‘shadow’ unitary councils 

as soon as possible as is the usual arrangement in the process of local government 

reorganisation. Following submission, I will consider any and all proposals carefully before 

taking decisions on how to proceed.  

 

 

 

DCC Budget 2025-2026 

There will be a 4.99 percent increase in council tax in Devon for the coming financial year: 2.99 

percent for general services with an extra two percent for adult social care. 

The annual council tax for an average Band D home will rise by £85.59 – or £1.64 a week – to 

£1,801.26. 



 

There will be increases in spending of 

• 8.2 percent on adult services and 

•  5.5 percent for children’s services. 

• Reductions in other departmental spending and increased income will mean an overall rise 

of 5.9 percent in the budget with a total spend of over £784.1 million. 

• An extra £4 million to boost highways and repair potholes since the target budget was set 

last month. 

• Additional £5 million for children’s social care to provide a range of services to allow 

vulnerable children to be cared for closer to their families and communities. 

• An extra £500,000 to support the work of district councils and homeless organisations which 

brings Devon County Council’s homelessness budget up to £1 million. 

 

The extra cash has come from the new additional council tax being levied on second homes. 

 

 

Council leader James McInnes sharply criticised the Government’s decision to end the Rural 

Services Delivery Grant which helps councils with the extra cost of providing services in rural 

areas. This had cost Devon over £10 million, he said, with funding switched to more urban 

areas. 

 

In addition Devon had received the lowest financial settlement of all 21 county councils. 

 

 

Peninsula Transport Strategic Implementation Plan Consultation 

We are very reliant on our visitors in the local economy, therefore how they get to us is of interest, 

even more is the connectivity we have to other parts of the region and further afield. Employment, 

healthcare and leisure increasingly involves longer journeys. 

Please take a moment to read the Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) from Peninsula Transport sub-

national transport body (STB); and complete our short survey.   

The SIP is part of the Peninsula Transport Strategy, focusing on:  

• Easier Journeys  

• Going Electric  

• A Connected Peninsula  

• Completing the Transport Network  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPYj49cIfXhT7DNeAo9LPnaFztR00CKNaD7HcFyoOlBanhMw/viewform?usp=header


Working with our partners, Peninsula Transport aims to improve connectivity, resilience, and 

sustainability across the region; which in turn will deliver economic, environmental and social 

improvements that aim to improve the quality of life in the Peninsula.  

While we do not directly deliver projects, we influence and advocate investment in freight, rail and 

road schemes, transport infrastructure, and Net Zero goals.   

Your feedback is invaluable in shaping these efforts. Please submit your response by 3rd March 

2025.  

Read the SIP here: Peninsula Transport Strategic Implementation Plan 55307 Pr8 

You can also read the Strategic Environmental Assessment for the SIP here: SEA Peninsula 

SIP_Environmental Report_V1.0_120225 

 

 

The DCC website is very useful for reporting highway problems and the reports go straight to the contractor. 

Report a problem - Roads and transport 

Alternatively, the highway contact number is 0345 155 1004 

If it’s a river flooding the environment agency can be contacted on 0345 988 1188 

Winter road updates; https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/safe-travel/winter-travel/ 

Travel Devon website; home - Travel Devon 

Andrea Davis 

County Councillor 

Combe Martin Rural Division 

 Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Peninsula-Transport-Strategic-Implementation-Plan-55307-Pr8.pdf
http://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/SEA-Peninsula-SIP_Environmental-Report_V1.0_120225.pdf
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